MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 18, 2026
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.   
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 16TH REGULAR MEETING BUT WITH THE CORRECTION OF THE MEETING DATE AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF FEBRUARY 28TH AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	TRIMEDIA
	$4,487.87

	D&D HOME CENTER
	$286.82

	BEAUDOIN'S SERVICE
	$960.00

	
	

	
	$5,734.69

	
	

	FIRE FUND
	

	
	

	NORTH POINT REPAIR
	$1,098.08

	DINGES FIRE COMPANY
	$357.45

	
	

	
	$1,455.53

	
	

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$523.88

	LUCE CO AMBULANCE SERVICE
	$550.00

	
	

	
	$1,073.88





NEW BUSINESS:

APPROVE 2026-2027 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE & ADVERTISE:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE 2026-2027 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE WITH THE CHANGE TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING ON THE FOURTH MONDAY AND ADVERTISE.  MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION LIST:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION LIST FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027.  MOTION CARRIED.

SCHEDULE CLEAN UP DAY:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO SCHEDULE CLEAN UP DAY ON JUNE 20TH FROM 9 A.M. TO 1 P.M. AT THE ENGADINE TOWNSHIP HALL PARKING LOT.  MOTION CARRIED.

BALLOT DROP BOX & SECURITY:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO PURCHASE A WALL MOUNTED BALLOT DROP BOX FROM ELECTION SOURCE FOR $1,312.00 PLUS SHIPPING.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE ESTIMATE FROM MANISTIQUE COMPUTERS TO INSTALL A CAMERA FOR THE OUTSIDE BALLOT BOX FOR $636.98.  MOTION CARRIED.

HSC FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH RESIGNED FROM THE HSC FOUNDATION BOARD AND A REPLACEMENT TO REPRESENT THE TOWNSHIP IS BEING REQUESTED.  THE REST OF THE BOARD WAS ASKED WITH NO COMMITMENTS.  TABLED UNTIL NEXT MONTH. 

TOLCA – ROAD CLOSURE:  THE OLD IRON SHOW TO BE HELD IN AUGUST CLOSES MELVILLE STREET FOR THE EVENT.  THE MACKINAC COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION REQUIRES TOWNSHIP APPROVAL WITH THE PERMIT.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH APPROVING THE LETTER WRITTEN FOR SIGNING TO CLOSE MELVILLE STREET ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE SCHOOL FOR THE OLD IRON SHOW.  MOTION CARRIED.

INSURANCE PACKAGE RENEWAL:  THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE INSURANCE RENEWAL PACKAGE AND THE AGENT WILL BE CONTACTED WITH THE BOARD QUESTIONS.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO RENEW THE INSURANCE FOR THE APRIL 1 RENEWAL AND PAY THE PREMIUM IN THE NEW FISCAL YEAR FOR $36,940.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

MILLAGE DRAFT PROPOSALS:  THE MILLAGE BALLOT PROPOSALS WERE DISCUSSED AND WILL BE SENT TO THE ATTORNEY FOR REVIEW OF THE LANGUAGE.  

ACCUNET E-MAIL SERVICE:  CLERK FILLMAN REVIEWED THE E-MAIL STORAGE INFORMATION AND SUGGESTED MOVING THIS FROM RACKMAIL TO SPRINGMAIL FOR $36 PER YEAR PER .GOV E-MAIL ADDRESS FOR THE 15 GB STORAGE.  THE FIRE AND AMBULANCE WOULD GET A NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS WHICH WOULD BELONG TO THE TOWNSHIP WITH CHANGE OF DEPARTMENT HEADS.  THIS CHANGE OVER (MIGRATION DATE) WILL TAKE PLACE SOME TIME IN APRIL.    

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO MAKE THE SWITCH FROM RACKMAIL TO SPRINGMAIL STORAGE FOR THE 15GB STORAGE FOR $36.00 PER YEAR PER .GOV E-MAIL ADDRESS.  MOTION CARRIED.  

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

BS&A SOFTWARE:  TREASURER BUTKOVICH REPORTED BS&A WILL NOT BE WORKING WITH POINT-N-PAY, THE ON-LINE PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT COMPANY WE USE, BUT IS SUGGESTING WE MOVE TO BS&A ON-LINE PAYMENT SYSTEM.  SHE IS WORKING ON THIS AND WILL GIVE US MORE INFORMATION WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

BUILDING INSPECTOR UPDATE:  NO NEW UPDATE

ZBA ALTERNATE BOARD MEMBER:  NO LETTERS OF INTEREST WERE RECEIVED.  A SUGGESTION WAS MADE OF AN ALTERNATE MEMBER AND SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH WILL LOOK INTO IT.



PUBLIC INPUT:  

WHAT COMPANIES IS THE TOWNSHIP INVESTING THE MONEY?
QUESTION ON THE ZONING MAP.
DARYL SCHROEDER ANNOUNCED HE IS AN OFFICIAL CANDIDATE FOR MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE 108TH DISTRICT SEAT.


AMBULANCE REPORT:

LUCE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE:  AN UPDATED INTERCEPT AGREEMENT WAS RECEIVED LOWERING THE INTERCEPT RUN FEE FROM $450.00 TO $350.00.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT AND SIGN THE INTERCEPT AGREEMENT WITH LUCE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE LOWERING THE FEE TO $350.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

BOUND TREE QUOTE:  A LOWER LIMB SPLINT WAS ON A PATIENT AND NEVER FOUND AFTER THE PATIENT WAS TRANSFERRED TO A HOSPITAL DOWNSTATE AND THIS NEEDS TO BE REPLACED.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO PURCHASE A LOWER LIMB SPLINT FROM BOUND TREE FOR THE QUOTED PRICE OF $869.99.  MOTION CARRIED.

RESIGNATION:  A LETTER FROM CHRISTINE KING STATING SHE IS STEPPING BACK FROM ACTIVE 911 RESPONSE DUTIES EFFECTIVE JULY 1ST AND WILL BE TAKING A NEW ROLE IN THE AREA TO EMS EDUCATION.  SHE WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE THE CORP ON THE LEADERSHIP TEAM IN THE FINANCE/PAYROLL POSITION. 

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT CHRISTINE KING’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION AS AN ACTIVE 911 RESPONDER BUT REMAIN ON THE LEADERSHIP TEAM FOR THE AMBULANCE CORP EFFECTIVE JULY 1ST.  MOTION CARRIED.

STRYKER PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR SIX YEARS FOR THE POWERLOAD IN #791 FROM STRYKER FOR $525.00 PER YEAR.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ENTER INTO A YEARLY PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR THE POWER COTS IN #791 AND #792 FOR $640.00.  MOTION CARRIED.
 
FIRE REPORT:  

TURNOUT GEAR VENDER SELECTION:  THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS SELECTED THE LAKELAND COMPANY THE DEPARTMENT WILL PURCHASE THE COATS AND PANTS TURNOUT GEAR FROM.  THE BOOTS, HELMETS AND GLOVES WILL BE SELECTED BASED ON THE FIRE FIGHTER’S PERSONAL CHOICE.  THE FIRE CHIEF WILL SECURE A FINAL QUOTE OF COST AND SELECT A DATE FOR SIZING. 

FIRE FIGHTER MEETING REQUIREMENTS:  THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE TRAINING MEETING REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN THE CORRECTION PLAN OF A FIRE FIGHTER.  THE STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR A FIRE FIGHTER ARE 36 HOURS OF TRAINING OVER A 3 YEAR PERIOD OF TIME.  THE ISO CORRECTION PLAN IS REQUIRING 24 HOURS OF TRAINING PER YEAR TO REMAIN AT THE 8B FIRE PROTECTION LEVEL FOR ANYONE WITHIN FIVE MILES OF THE DEPARTMENT.  THE BOARD DISCUSSION INCLUDED THE LOSS OF THE FIRE FIGHTERS IF THERE WERE DISCIPLINE ACTION BY NOT MEETING THE ISO CORRECTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS.  THE BOARD CONSCIENCES WAS THAT IF THIS ISO CORRECTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS WERE NOT MET AND THE PROTECTION CLASS GOES BACK TO 9, WE WOULD STILL KEEP THE FIREFIGHTERS WE HAVE AS LONG THEY ARE MEETING THE STATE TRAINING REQUIRES.  NO DISCIPLINE ACTIONS WILL BE TAKEN.


STAFF & OFFICER JOB DESCRIPTIONS: MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE REVISED STAFF AND OFFICER JOB DESCRIPTIONS.  MOTION CARRIED.

AED:  THE CHECK FROM THE HSC FOUNDATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED AND THE AED HAS BEEN ORDERED.

LAPTOP SET UP:  THE LAPTOP HAS BEEN SET UP AND RETURNED TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO USE.  

RESIGNATION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION FROM LANCE KERRIDGE AS TRAINING CAPTION.  MOTION CARRIED. 
KERRIDGE WILL REMAIN ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND CHIEF WENDT WILL HAVE A RECOMMENDATION FOR REPLACEMENT AT THE BUDGET HEARING.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORT:

COMMISSIONER SCHOEDER THANKED THE BOARD FOR ALLOWING HIM TO HOLD OFFICE HOURS FOR THE PUBLIC TO DISCUSS COUNTY ISSUES PRIOR TO THE BOARD MEETING.
THE 2026 COUNTY BUDGET HAS PASSED WITH A CONTINENCY FUND.
THE COURTROOM IN THE COUNTY BUILDING RENOVATIONS CONTINUE.  


COMMUNICATIONS: 

EGLE – MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES PERMIT FOR DAM WORK AT MILLECOQUINS CREEK POND.
EGLE – AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY PUBLIC NOTICE TO COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED WORK TO PERFORM VEGETATION MANAGEMENT IN FORESTED AND SCRUB SHRUB WETLAND ALONG THE EXISTING RIGHT-OF-WAY.
SEMCO ENERGY – PRE-HEARING NOTICE FOR AUTHORITY TO INCREASE ITS RATES FOR THE DISTRIBUTION AND TRANSPORTATION OF NATURAL GAS AND FOR OTHER RELIEF ON MARCH 26TH. 





MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ADJOURN AT 8:53 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
