MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 15, 2026
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.   
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 18TH REGULAR MEETING AND MARCH 30TH BUDGET HEARING AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF MARCH 31ST AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.


	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	GLEANER LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY
	$20,231.40

	MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
	$410.00

	MIKE BUTKOVICH TRUCKING
	$600.00

	BEAUDOIN'S SERVICE
	$325.00

	APEX SOFTWARE
	$260.00

	LMAS  DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT
	$350.00

	DEWYSE CONSTRUCTION
	$13,250.00

	
	

	
	$35,426.40

	
	

	FIRE FUND
	

	
	

	GLEANER LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY
	$1,027.45

	MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
	$210.00

	DANNY'S AUTO VALUE
	$504.78

	SUPERIOR UPFITTING
	$720.00

	
	

	
	$2,462.23

	
	

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$568.76

	GLEANER LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY
	$3,136.11

	MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
	$140.00

	DANNY'S AUTO VALUE
	$410.93

	BOUND TREE
	$958.69

	STRYKER
	$1,070.16

	
	

	
	$6,284.65




NEW BUSINESS:

HIRE SUMMER MAINTENANCE HELPER:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH HASN’T FOUND ANYONE AND WILL KEEP LOOKING.

HIRE AUDITOR:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE DAN SMITH AND COMPANY TO DO THE TOWNSHIP AUDIT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,200.00 ASSUMING NO UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.  MOTION CARRIED.

SCHEDULE CEMETERY CLEAN UP & ADVERTISE:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO SCHEDULE THE CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN UP FOR MAY 16TH AND ADVERTISE IN THE ADVISOR.  MOTION CARRIED. 

SALARY RESOLUTIONS:

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 2026-05 TO ESTABLISH THE SALARY OF THE OFFICE OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE FOR $7,032.00.  ROLL CALL: YES: FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH AND D. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  ABSTAINED: M. BUTKOVICH AND ALBRIGHT.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 2026-06 TO ESTABLISH THE SALARY OF THE OFFICE OF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR FOR $17,544.00.  ROLL CALL: YES:                        S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT, FILLMAN AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  ABSTAINED: D. BUTKOVICH.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 2026-07 TO ESTABLISH THE SALARY OF THE OFFICE OF TOWNSHIP CLERK FOR STATUTORY DUTIES FOR $21,876.00. AND SECRETARIAL NON-STATUTORY DUTIES FOR $6,912.00. FOR A TOTAL $28,788.00.  ROLL CALL: YES: D. BUTKOVICH, M. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND S. BUTKOVICH. NO: NONE.  ABSTAINED: FILLMAN.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 2026-08 TO ESTABLISH THE SALARY OF THE OFFICE OF TOWNSHIP TREASURER FOR $24,351.00.  ROLL CALL: YES: D. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT, M. BUTKOVICH AND FILLMAN. NO: NONE. ABSTAINED: S. BUTKOVICH.  MOTION CARRIED.

BALLOT PROPOSALS & RESOLUTIONS:

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MILLAGE BALLOT QUESTION LANGUAGE TO RENEW 1 MILL FOR FIVE YEARS FOR THE PURPOSE FOR PROVIDING OPERATIONAL FUNDS FOR THE FIRE SERVICE PER RESOLUTION 2026-09.  ROLL CALL: YES: FILLMAN, ALBRIGHT, D. BUTKOVICH, S. BUTKOVICH AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE MILLAGE BALLOT QUESTION LANGUAGE TO RENEW 3 MILLS FOR FIVE YEARS FOR THE PURPOSE FOR PROVIDING OPERATIONAL FUNDS FOR THE AMBULANCE SERVICES PER RESOLUTION 2026-10.  ROLL CALL: YES: S. BUTKOVICH, D. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT, FILLMAN, AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO; NONE.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE MILLAGE BALLOT QUESTION LANGUAGE TO RENEW 0.5 MILL FOR FIVE YEARS FOR THE PURPOSE FOR PROVIDING FUNDS FOR MAJOR EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT PER RESOLUTION 2026-11.  ROLL CALL: YES: S. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, M. BUTKOVICH, D. BUTKOVICH, AND ALBRIGHT.  NO: NONE.  MOTION CARRIED.
 
MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MILLAGE BALLOT QUESTION LANGUAGE FOR AN ADDITIONAL 1 MILL FOR FIVE YEARS FOR THE PURPOSE FOR PROVIDING FUNDS FOR MAJOR EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT PER RESOLUTION 2026-12.  ROLL CALL: YES: FILLMAN, ALBRIGHT, D. BUTKOVICH, S. BUTKOVICH, AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CEMETERY MAPPING – NAUBINWAY:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE TRIMEDIA ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING TO MAP THE NAUBINWAY CEMETERY FOR A NOT-TO-EXCEED COST OF $26,475.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

SUPPORT LETTER – NATURAL GAS:   SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH STATED A COMMITTEE WAS FORMED TO GET NATURAL GAS LINES TO THE EAST END OF MACKINAC COUNTY AND ARE ASKING FOR A LETTER OF SUPPORT.  

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO THIS COMMITTEE IN SUPPORT OF EXPANDING THE NATURAL GAS LINES TO THE EASTERN END OF MACKINAC COUNTY.  MOTION CARRIED. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

BS&A SOFTWARE:  NO NEW UPDATE.

BUILDING INSPECTOR UPDATE:  NO NEW UPDATE

ZBA ALTERNATE BOARD MEMBER:  NO NEW UPDATE

HSC FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER:  NO NEW UPDATE



PUBLIC INPUT:  

THE TOWNSHIP NEEDS TO FILL THE HSC FOUNDATION OPEN SEAT WITH SOMEONE.
WHY NOT BRING IN ANOTHER INVESTMENT COMPANY TO SEE WHAT THEY HAVE TO OFFER?
WHAT IS GOING TO BE DONE TO IMPROVE PLEASANT AVENUE?
WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT THE CONES BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT?
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP NEEDS TO LOOK AT THE MUTUAL AID CALLS THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE TO BECAUSE THE OTHER DEPARTMENTS HAVE LOW STAFFING.
CAN THE STREET LIGHT ON BROWN ROAD BE MOVED?
OVERWEIGHT DELIVERY LOADS ON SEASONAL ROADS.


AMBULANCE REPORT:

STRYKER SERVICE CONTRACT:  THERE ARE STILL ISSUES WITH THE POWER LOAD AND STRYKER HAS SUGGESTED TO CHANGE FROM THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT TO A SERVICE CONTRACT WHICH WILL COVER THE POWERLOAD AND BOTH COTS.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE SERVICE CONTRACT FOR FIVE YEARS FOR THE POWERLOAD AND COTS FROM STRYKER FOR $4,628.40 PER YEAR.  MOTION CARRIED.  STRYKER WILL CREDIT US FOR THE PAYMENT MADE ON THE PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT.

EMS WEEK IS MAY 18TH AND AN OPEN HOUSE WILL BE PLANNED.

ASSESSOR REPORT:

THE L-4028 WAS RECEIVED FROM THE COUNTY AND GARFIELD TOWNSHIP WILL HAVE A MILLAGE REDUCTION FRACTION OF 0.9982.

FIRE REPORT:  

RESIGNATION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF DAVID BUSS AS FIREFIGHTER FROM THE DEPARTMENT AS OF APRIL 6, 2026.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ENGINE 1:  THERE IS WATER LEAK IN A RELIEF VALVE AND THE POWER INVERTER NEEDS TO BE REBUILT.

MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE R & R FIRE TRUCK REPAIR TO REPLACE THE VALVE AND REBUILD THE INVERTER FOR A TOTAL COST OF $2,258.27 PLUS LABOR AND TRAVEL.  MOTION CARRIED.

BRUSH TRUCK:  THE BRUSH TRUCK NEEDS TIRES.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO HAVE BEAUDOIN’S SERVICE REPLACE THE TIRES FOR A TOTAL COST OF $1,300.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

2ND LIEUTENANT POSITION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO PLACE CASEY WENDT IN THE POSITION OF 2ND LIEUTENANT AS RECOMMENDED BY THE FIRE COMMITTEE.  MOTION CARRIED.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ADOPT THE REQUIREMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS OF COMMAND STAFF AND OFFICERS AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED.  

ROADS:

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE WILKINSON SOLUTIONS TO DO THE ROAD CHLORIDE APPLICATION AT $0.415 PER GALLON.  MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT TO PLACE 6” OF SURFACE GRAVEL ON WARNER ROAD WITH THE TOWNSHIP SHARE TO BE $28,000.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT TO PLACE 6” OF SURFACE GRAVEL ON RASKI ROAD FROM M-117 TO THE CORNER WITH THE TOWNSHIP SHARE TO BE $26,000.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT FOR A GRADE LIFT ON KRAUSE ROAD BEGINNING FROM THE END OF THE 2025 GRADE LIFT HEADING SOUTH 2,000 FEET, ENDING AT THE NORTHERN MCALPINE CREEK CROSSING WITH THE TOWNSHIP SHARE TO BE $66,852.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT FOR A GRADE LIFT ON RASKI ROAD BEGINNING 600 FEET NORTH OF CORNER AND ENDING AT DOE CREEK WITH THE TOWNSHIP SHARE TO BE $50,390.50.  MOTION CARRIED.

MARINA:  THE BUBBLER SYSTEM DOESN’T HAVE ENOUGH POWER TO REACH THE FURTHEST END OF THE LINE.  TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM, MAKE THE LINE SHORTER TO GIVE MORE WATER MOVEMENT AND ADD ADDITIONAL DE-ICERS.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO PURCHASE FROM WEST MARINE FOUR DE-ICERS FOR A TOTAL COST OF $4,395.96.  MOTION CARRIED.



BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:

NAUBINWAY PAVILION REFRIGERATORS NEED TO BE SERVICED.

EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE:

THE EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE WILL BE MEETING ON MAY 4TH.




COMMUNICATIONS: NONE





MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ADJOURN AT 8:08 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
