[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 17, 2026
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.  ABSENT – S. BUTKOVICH. 
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 19TH REGULAR MEETING AND JANUARY 26TH SPECIAL MEETING AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF JANUARY 31ST AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.
	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	ACCUNET 
	$676.00

	DAN SMITH & CO
	$550.00

	FOSTER SWIFT
	$607.50

	BEAUDOIN'S SERVICE
	$660.00

	D&D HOME CENTER
	$337.38

	PONTEM SOFTWARE
	$885.00

	ACCIDENT FUND 
	$2,357.85

	
	

	
	$6,073.73

	FIRE FUND
	

	
	

	FIRE HOSE DIRECT
	$1,568.63

	ACCIDENT FUND 
	$321.53

	
	

	
	$1,890.16

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$1,127.17

	MACKINAC CO 911 & EM
	$465.00

	ZOLL MEDICAL CORPORATION
	$1,785.00

	ACCIDENT FUND 
	$2,679.37

	
	

	
	$6,056.54


NEW BUSINESS:

SET DATE FOR BUDGET HEARING & ADVERTISE:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HOLD THE BUDGET HEARING ON MONDAY, MARCH 30TH BEGINNING AT 9 A.M. AND ADVERTISE.  MOTION CARRIED.

SELECT APRIL BOARD MEETING DATE:  THE NORMAL APRIL BOARD MEETING DATE CONFLICTS WHEN THE BOARD WILL BE ATTENDING THE MTA CONFERENCE.  THE APRIL BOARD MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15th AND THE DECEMBER BOARD WILL BE MOVED TO WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH.  THE ENTIRE FISCAL YEAR CALENDAR WILL BE APPROVED AT THE MARCH BOARD MEETING.

POVERTY EXEMPTION RESOLUTION:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO ADOPT THE POVERTY EXEMPTION INCOME GUIDELINES AND ASSET TEST RESOLUTION 2026-02.  ROLL CALL: YES: FILLMAN, D. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  ABSENT: S. BUTKOVICH.  MOTIN CARRIED.

LD/LS/LC FORMS, PROCEDURES & POLICIES:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE LAND DIVISION APPLICATION, LAND/LOT SPLIT APPLICATION AND LAND COMBINATION APPLICATION.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ADOPT LAND DIVISION, LAND SPLIT AND LAND COMBINATION GUIDELINES AND FEES RESOLUTION 2026-01.  ROLL CALL: YES: FILLMAN, ALBRIGHT, D. BUTKOVICH AND M. BUTKOVICH.  NO: NONE.  ABSENT: S. BUTKOVICH.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ADOPT THE PAY POLICY FOR LAND DIVISION-LAND SPLIT-LAND COMBINATION APPLICATION POLICY #02-2026.  MOTION CARRIED.

MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENT & FACILITIES APPLICATION EXTENSION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2026-03 TO EXTEND THE RECEIPT PERIOD FOR APPLICATIONS FOR AUTHORIZATION OF MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS AND MARIHUANA FACILITIES UNTIL MAY 18, 2026.  ROLL CALL: YES: D. BUTKOVICH, M. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN AND ALBRIGHT.  NAYS: NONE.  ABSENT: S. BUTKOVICH.  MOTION CARRIED.

MILLAGE DRAFT PROPOSALS:  THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE FOUR DRAFT BALLOT PROPOSALS.  THE COMMENTS ON EACH PROPOSAL WERE RETURNED TO THE EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION.

HIRE ATTORNEY TO REVIEW BALLOT PROPOSAL LANGUAGE:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO HIRE FOSTER SWIFT LAW FIRM TO REVIEW THE BALLOT LANGUAGE PROPOSALS AND TREASURER BUTKOVICH OR TRUSTEE ALBRIGHT WILL BE THE CONTACTS FOR THE BOARD.  MOTION CARRIED.

LETTER TO LAW FIRM IDENTIFYING AUTHORIZED CONTACTS:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO SEND THE LETTER TO FOSTER SWIFT LAW FIRM CLARIFYING THAT THE TOWNSHIP BOARD WILL ALWAYS BEGIN THE CONTACT ON AN ISSUE.  MOTION CARRIED.

MACKINAC COUNTY EARLY VOTING AGREEMENT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE AGREEMENT FOR ELECTION SERVICES WITH MACKINAC COUNTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF OPERATING A JOINT EARLY VOTING SITE.  MOTION CARRIED.

MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP ASSOCIATION PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNANCE:  NO ACTION REQUIRED.  

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO ALLOW THE VALLIER FAMILY TO PARTNER WITH WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA TO PLACE WREATHS ON VETERAN’S GRAVES AT GARFIELD CEMETERIES ON DECEMBER 19TH.  MOTION CARRIED.

ACCUNET E-MAIL SERVICE:  THE BOARD RECEIVED NOTICE FROM ACCUNET, WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE TO ACCUNET, THAT THE MAILBOX PROVIDER FOR THE TOWNSHIP E-MAILS WILL INCREASE THEIR PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 1ST WHICH IS ALSO THE TOWNSHIP’S SERVICE RENEWAL DATE.  SINCE THIS CHANGE GIVE LITTLE TIME TO CONSIDER THE OPTIONS PRESENTED BY ACCUNET, THE BOARD DECIDED TO KEEP THE CURRENT SERVICES AS IS. 
  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

BS&A SOFTWARE:  NO NEW UPDATE.

BUILDING INSPECTOR UPDATE:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE STATE OF MICHIGAN HAS ORDINANCE #30 AND THEY HAVE ASSIGNED AN INSPECTOR TO THE EASTERN END OF THE UPPER PENINSULA.  

ZBA ALTERNATE BOARD MEMBER:  THE AD FOR THE ALTERNATE POSITION WILL BE IN THE ADVISOR ON FEBRUARY 27TH AND MARCH 6TH TO RESPOND BY MARCH 12TH WITH A LETTER OF INTEREST.  AD IS ALSO POSTED ON THE WEBSITE.



PUBLIC INPUT:  

WHAT IS THE STATUS FOR THE TOWNSHIP ON HIRING A BUILDING INSPECTOR?
SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH WILL BE STEPPING DOWN FROM THE HSC FOUNDATION BOARD.
MILLAGE INCREASE REQUESTS ARE NOT DOING WELL IN THE U.P.
ARE SURROUNDING LAND-OWNERS CONTACTED WHEN LAND SPLITS HAPPEN.
MILLAGE QUESTION WITH UNFAVORABLE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES.



AMBULANCE REPORT:

RESIGNATION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF JOSEPH SMITHSON ON THE AMBULANCE CORP WITH A THANK YOU FOR HIS SERVICE.  MOTION CARRIED.

OBS FEES:  ONE BILLING SOLUTIONS HAS REVIEWED THE CURRENT FEES THE TOWNSHIP CHARGES FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES AND MADE SUGGESTIONS FOR THE BOARD TO CONSIDER.  
MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO INCREASE THE SET FEES FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES AS DISCUSSED.  MOTION CARRIED. 


FIRE REPORT:  

NEW HIRE:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HIRE DESTINY HANDRICH TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ISO CORRECTION PLAN:  THE BOARD REVIEWED AND AGREED TO THE PLAN.  THE FIRE CHIEF WAS INSTRUCTED TO FORWARD THE CORRECTION PLAN TO ISO.  

FIRE FIGHTER MEETING REQUIREMENTS:  THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF A FIRE FIGHTER LISTED IN THE CORRECTION PLAN.  FURTHER DISCUSSION WAS TABLED FOR THE MARCH MEETING.

STAFF & OFFICER DRAFT PROCEDURES:  THE FIRE CHIEF HAS A DRAFT PROCEDURE FOR “REQUIREMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS OF COMMAND STAFF & OFFICERS”.  THE FIRE CHIEF IS REQUESTING ATTORNEY APPROVAL.  THE DRAFT WILL BE SENT TO THE SUPERVISOR TO FORWARD TO THE ATTORNEY.

AED:  THE HSC FOUNDATION WILL PURCHASE AN AED FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND CHIEF WENDT SUBMITTED A QUOTE FOR THE UNIT.

LAPTOP SET UP:  THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED A LAPTOP FROM MACKINAC COUNTY 911 EMERGENCY SERVICES.  
MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT THE QUOTE TO INSTALL SOFTWARE ON THE LAPTOP FOR $329.99.  MOTION CARRIED.

SPRING LECTURE – FIRE TRAINING:  CHIEF WENDT REPORTED SOME MEMBERS WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THE SPRING LECTURE SERIES IN IRON MOUNTAIN FOR 4 HOURS OF CON-ED.
MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO SEND FIRE FIGHTERS TO THE SPRING LECTURE SERIES IN IRON MOUNTAIN AND PAY THE LECTURE FEES, MEALS, MILEAGE AND LODGING.  MOTION CARRIED.  





ROADS:  


MACKINAC COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION WILL BE HOLDING THE 2026 ROAD PROJECT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 27TH AT THE WEST DISTRICT GARAGE.  ALSO, A POLICY CHANGE TO FEDERAL/STATE FUNDED PROJECTS.  THE INTENT OF THE MCRC IS TO NO LONGER REQUIRE MATCH FUNDS FOR ANY FEDERAL/STATE FUNDED PROJECTS.

A PUBLIC HEARING IS SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 24TH TO TAKE PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE MACKINAC COUNTY SEASONAL ROAD LIST.  GARFIELD TOWNSHIP’S CHANGES TO THE SEASONAL ROAD LIST ARE NAME CHANGES AND CORRECTION OF ROAD LENGTHS. 


COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE

CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THERE WILL BE A MAY ELECTION.  THE ISD BALLOT PROPOSAL WILL BE THE ONLY ITEM ON THE BALLOT.  
ALSO, THE CURRENT LOCK BOX ON THE FRONT DOOR WILL NO LONGER BE GRANDFATHERED IN TO BE USED AS A BALLOT DROP BOX.  INFORMATION AND PRICING WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE MARCH BOARD MEETING.  





MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ADJOURN AT 8:52 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
