MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 20, 2025
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.  
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 15TH REGULAR MEETING AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF SEPTEMBER 30TH AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	TRIMEDIA
	$1,518.75

	MANISTIQUE COMPUTERS
	$474.99

	PAULA FILLMAN
	$331.25

	FOSTER SWIFT
	$382.50

	U.S. POSTMASTER
	$1,560.00

	NORTHERN NURSERY
	$9,260.00

	
	

	
	$13,527.49

	
	

	FIRE FUND
	

	
	

	NORTH SHORE COMPRESSOR
	$806.10

	DINGES FIRE COMPANY
	$640.20

	
	

	
	$1,446.30

	
	

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$509.70

	LUCE CO AMBULANCE SERVICE
	$825.00

	
	

	
	$1,334.70

	
	

	ROAD FUND
	

	
	

	MACKINAC CO. ROAD COMM
	$5,772.00

	
	



NEW BUSINESS:

OPEN SNOW PLOWING BIDS:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM BEAUDOIN’S SERVICE TO SNOW PLOW THE NAUBINWAY LOCATIONS AT $60.00 PER TIME.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM DEWYSE CONSTRUCTION FOR PLOWING THE ENGADINE LOCATIONS AT $200.00 PER HOUR, CHARGED IN 1/4 HOUR INCREMENTS.  MOTION CARRIED.

OPEN ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR BIDS:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM STORM ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING TO INSTALL THE LIGHT FIXTURES AT THE NAUBINWAY FIRE HALL FOR $1,440.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

CLERK’S RETREAT UPDATE:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED ON THE LOSS OF REVENUE SHARING IN THE NEW STATE BUDGET.  THE AUGUST 2026 PRIMARY MAY BE MOVED TO MAY AND THE TOWNSHIP SHOULD BE PREPARED BECAUSE THERE ARE THREE TOWNSHIP MILLAGES THAT NEED TO BE RENEWED IN 2026.   TWO HOUSE BILLS IF PASSED, WOULD ALLOW MILLAGE PROPOSALS TO ONLY BE ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT.  A NEW PUBLIC SAFETY REVENUE SHARING GRANT PROGRAM SHOWS GARFIELD TOWNSHIP IS ESTIMATED FOR $4,000.00.   


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL POLICY:  THE PERSONNEL POLICY WITH THE UPDATED CHANGES WAS RECEIVED ON 10/13 AND ANOTHER ON 10/20 WHICH DID NOT GIVE THE BOARD TIME TO REVIEW.  THIS WILL BE REVIEWED AND THE POLICY SHOULD BE READY FOR APPROVAL AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING.

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

CHIPPEWA, LUCE, MACKINAC CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE TREES HAVE BEEN PLANTED.  THE CONSERVATION DISTRICT WILL BE REIMBURSING THE TOWNSHIP $5,630.00 OF THE $9,260.00 TOTAL PROJECT.

LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

WATER SAMPLING:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED WHITE WATER HAS SET UP A COURIER SERVICE BUT THE NEAREST DROP IS THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN MANISTIQUE WHICH WOULD NOT SAVE THE TOWNSHIP IN MILEAGE BECAUSE NEWBERRY IS CLOSER.

BUILDING INSPECTOR:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE STATE OF MICHIGAN GRANTED AN EXTENSION TO DECEMBER 25TH.

BS&A SOFTWARE:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE BS&A REPRESENTATIVE THAT IS TO HANDLE THE INQUIRY IS OUT OF TOWN ON A FAMILY MEDICAL EMERGENCY IN TEXAS.  NO UPDATE AT THIS TIME.

ELECTION EQUIPMENT:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO PURCHASE TWO LENOVO LAPTOPS FOR USE AS ELECTION POLL BOOKS FROM MANISTIQUE COMPUTERS FOR $1,999.98.  MOTION CARRIED. 

CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED AT THE CLERK’S RETREAT, THE BUREAU OF ELECTIONS HASN’T STARTED LOOKING AT NEW TABULATOR EQUIPMENT AND THEY DON’T KNOW IF THERE WILL BE ANY STATE MONEY AVAILABLE.  THEY ARE STILL QUOTING $15,000.00 PER TABULATOR. 

NAUBINWAY PAVILION INTERNET: THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM MANISTIQUE COMPUTERS IF NMU EAN INTERNET SERVICE WAS INSTALLED.  THIS SERVICE IS BASICALLY SUFFICIENT BUT WITH NO GROWTH POTENTIAL.  ALSO, EXTRA EQUIPMENT IS NEEDED TO BE INSTALLED FOR THIS INTERNET SERVICE TO RUN THE CAMERA SYSTEMS AT THE PAVILION AND MARINA.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HAVE HIGHLINE INTERNET INSTALLED AT THE NAUBINWAY PAVILION FOR THE QUOTED COST OF $61/MONTH FOR THE FIRST YEAR AND $91/MONTH AFTER THE FIRST YEAR WITH NO INSTALLATION CHARGES.  MOTION CARRIED.   

E-MAIL SET UP:  EVERY BOARD MEMBER NOW HAVE THEIR NEW E-MAILS SET UP BUT THERE ARE ISSUES WITH MEMBERS THAT WANT PHONE ACCESS IN ADDITION TO THEIR COMPUTERS.  TRUSTEE BUTKOVICH DOES NOT HAVE ANY OTHER DEVICE EXCEPT HIS PHONE.  THE BOARD AGREED TO TAKE ONE OF THE ELECTION POLL BOOK LAPTOPS AND GIVE IT TO TRUSTEE BUTKOVICH TO USE AS LONG AS HE SITS ON THE BOARD TO ACCESS HIS TOWNSHIP E-MAILS.   

CEMETERY MAPPING:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE CEMETERY MAPPING PUBLIC WEB SITE HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND HAS BEEN PUT ON THE TOWNSHIP WEBSITE.  TRIMEDIA IS FINISHING THE PLOT MAP AND THE GROUND PENETRATING RADAR RESULTS WHICH SHOULD BE READY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 



PUBLIC INPUT: PUBLIC INPUT HELD WITH SUBJECTS OF INVASIVE SPECIES GRANT AND LETTER OF SUPPORT, GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR A WASH STATION FOR MARINA, COUNTY ROAD TO RECEIVE EXTRA ROAD FUNDING, LACK OF MAINTENANCE OF THE ROAD SHOULDERS AND OVER GROWTH, COUNTY RESOLUTION AND RECYCLING.




AMBULANCE REPORT:
CARDIAC MONITOR:  THE NEW CARDIAC MONITOR IS SCHEDULED FOR PROGRAMMING ON 10/24 AFTER WHICH A STAFF TRAINING WILL BE SCHEDULED.  ONCE THE NEW MONITOR IS IN PLACE, THE ZOLL MONITOR WILL BE SENT OUT FOR MAINTENANCE AND THEN INSTALLED IN 792.
AMBULANCE BILLING:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED SHE HAD A ZOOM MEETING WITH A POSSIBLE BILLER AND SHE HAS ANOTHER LEAD TO EXPLORE AND IS HOPING TO HAVE A FINAL DECISION READY FOR THE NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING.
BODY WORK 791:  THE GATE AT THE FOOTBALL FIELD WAS SCRAPED DOWN THE DRIVER SIDE OF 791.
MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE REPAIR QUOTE FROM NEWBERRY MOTORS FOR $1,491.50.  MOTION CARRIED.
T.V. SERVICE:  THE BOARD DISCUSSED T.V. SERVICE TO THE EMS SLEEPING QUARTERS.  THE BOARD AGREED TO ALLOW THE EMS SERVICE TO PURCHASE A SMART T.V. FOR THE SLEEPING QUARTERS WHICH THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO UNDER THE PURCHASING LIMIT.  THE SMART T.V. WILL ALLOW STAFF TO LOG INTO WHATEVER T.V. SOURCE THEY PERSONALLY USE.
EMT CLASS:  AN EMT-B CLASS SPONSORED BY LUCE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE WILL BEGIN IN DECEMBER 2025 AND END IN APRIL 2026.  

ASSESSOR’S REPORT:
A MEETING WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER 24TH WITH ALL MACKINAC COUNTY ASSESSOR AT THE MACKINAC COUNTY EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT.  THE CONCERN OF THE TOWNSHIP IS THE COUNTY TURNING THE LAND SPLIT/COMBO BACK TO THE TOWNSHIPS.  CLERK FILLMAN WILL ATTEND THE MEETING TO REPORT BACK TO THE TOWNSHIP BOARD. 

FIRE REPORT:  

CHIEF WENDT REPORTED THERE ARE FOUR FIREFIGHTERS THAT HAVE NOT COMPLETED THE REQUIRED CON-ED BY OCTOBER 1ST.  THEY HAVE UNTIL DECEMBER 31ST TO COMPLETE THIS TRAINING WHICH HE FEELS THEY WILL COMPLETE.

A DISCUSSION WAS HELD ON THE PURCHASE OF TURN OUT GEAR THAT WILL NEED TO BE PURCHASED IN ABOUT A YEAR.  CHIEF WENDT WILL HAVE TURN OUT GEAR VENDORS AT THE DECEMBER AND JANUARY FIRE MEETINGS. 

RESIGNATION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF LESTER LIVERMORE III FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 26, 2025.  MOTION CARRIED.

SAULT TRIBE 2% GRANT:  CHIEF WENDT REPORTED THE GRANT WAS SUBMITTED FOR WILDLAND FIRE BOOTS REQUESTING 90% FROM THE GRANT AND 10% FROM THE TOWNSHIP.

TANKER 1 – MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HAVE CSI EMERGENCY APPARATUS FABRICATE A PAIR OF DUAL TRAY SUCTION HOSE STORAGE TROUGHS FOR $2,070.00.  MOTION CARRIED.





ROADS:  

SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED MACKINAC COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION WILL BE REIMBURSING THE TOWNSHIP APPROXIMATELY $5,400.00 FROM THE HILLTOP SUBDIVISION PAVING.  THE FINAL CONTRACTOR BILLS WERE LESS THAN ORIGINALLY QUOTED.

THE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION IS EXPECTED TO GET AND ADDITIONAL $200,000.00 IN THE NEW STATE FUNDING PACKAGE.

KOVAR ROAD STILL IS MUDDY FROM THE BERMS BEING PULLED IN.  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH WILL ASK ABOUT ADDING GRAVEL.  


MARINA:

THE MARINA HAS BEEN SHUT DOWN AND WINTERIZED.  

THE BUBBLER SYSTEMS IS NOT WORKING PROPERLY AND THE FORMER CUSTODIANS WILL BE ASKED TO ASSIST IN DETERMINING HOW TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS:

NAUBINWAY PAVILION BLINDS:  THE BLINDS HAVE BEEN INSTALLED AND THE REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE SAULT TRIBE HAS BEEN RECEIVED.

ENGADINE HALL PARKING LOT GATE:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE THE WRIGHT WAY FAB TO BUILD AND INSTALL THE ENGADINE HALL PARKING LOT GATE FOR $5,115.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

SEAL COATING PARKING LOT:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE SEAL COATING OF ENGADINE HALL PARKING LOT WILL HAVE TO BE COMPLETED IN THE SPRING BECAUSE IT IS GETTING TOO LATE IN THE SEASON.

COMMUNICATIONS: 

AN E-MAIL FROM HALLAHAN & ASSOCIATES STATING THE HOURLY RATE WILL INCREASE TO $205.00 PER HOUR.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ADJOURN AT 8:09 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
