MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.  
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 12TH REGULAR MEETING AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY ALBRIGHT, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF AUGUST 31ST AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	D & D HOME CENTER
	$310.28

	BRAZDA'S HEATING & REFRIG
	$1,356.76

	
	

	
	$1,667.04

	
	

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$523.19

	
	

	
	$523.19




NEW BUSINESS:

ADVERTISE SNOW PLOWING BIDS:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ADVERTISE FOR SNOW PLOWING BIDS FOR TWO WEEKS IN THE ADVISOR.  MOTION CARRIED.

PLANNING COMMISSION ADDITIONAL MEETING:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ALLOW THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO HOLD A REGULAR MEETING ON OCTOBER 13TH AND ADVERTISE IN THE ADVISOR.  MOTION CARRIED.

ELECTION EQUIPMENT:  CLERK FILLMAN ADVISED THE BOARD THE ELECTION POLL BOOKS (LAPTOPS) ARE OVER 10 YEARS OLD AND HAVE WINDOWS 10 WHICH WILL NO LONGER BE SUPPORTED AFTER OCTOBER 2025.  FILLMAN HAS REQUESTED A QUOTE FROM MANISTIQUE COMPUTERS FOR TWO LAPTOPS AND BECAUSE THIS IS NOT AN ELECTION YEAR THIS COULD BE EXPENSED IN THIS FISCAL YEAR INSTEAD OF WAITING UNTIL 2026 WHEN ELECTION EXPENSES WILL BE MUCH HIGHER.

FILLMAN STATED THE BALLOT TABULATORS MAY NEED TO BE REPLACED IN 2027 OR BEFORE THE 2028 ELECTIONS.  APPROXIMATE COST IS $15,000 PER TABULATOR.  FILLMAN WILL KEEP THE BOARD INFORMED AS MORE DETAILS BECOME AVAILABLE.  

NAUBINWAY PAVILION INTERNET:  CLERK FILLMAN ADVISED THE BOARD HIGHLINE WILL ONLY GIVE THE TOWNSHIP ONE COMPLIMENTARY SERVICE.  HIGHLINE QUOTED $61/MONTH FOR THE FIRST YEAR AND $91/MONTH AFTER THE FIRST YEAR WITH NO INSTALLATION CHARGES.  DURING THE DISCUSSION IT WAS BROUGHT UP THAT THE INTERNET IS NEEDED FOR THE CAMERA SYSTEM AT THE PAVILION AND MARINA.  FURTHER RESEARCH WILL BE DONE WITH INFORMATION BROUGHT TO THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.  

PLANNING & ZONING RETREAT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ALLOW ANY PLANNING COMMISSIONER TO ATTEND THE MTA PLANNING & ZONING RETREAT AND THE TOWNSHIP WILL PAY THE EXPENSES.  MOTION CARRIED. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL POLICY:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AND CLERK FILLMAN HAS A PHONE CONFERENCE WITH THE ATTORNEY ON THE QUESTIONS AND/OR CHANGES DISCUSSED AT THE LAST BOARD MEETING.  THE PERSONNEL POLICY WILL BE UPDATED WITH THESE CHANGES AND SENT TO THE ATTORNEY FOR FINAL REVIEW AND THE POLICY SHOULD BE READY FOR APPROVAL AT THE OCTOBER MEETING.

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

CHIPPEWA, LUCE, MACKINAC CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED ON THE FINAL PLAN FOR THE MILL POND PARK PLANTINGS AND COSTS.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE C.L.M. CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT FOR $5,630.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ACCEPT THE ESTIMATE FOR TREE REMOVAL AND PLANTING FROM NORTHERN NURSERY FOR $9,260.00.  MOTION CARRIED.
 
LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

WATER SAMPLING:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED SHE SET UP AN ACCOUNT WITH LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE REQUIRED COLIFORM QUARTERLY SAMPLING WAS COMPLETED ON 09/08/25.  WHITE WATER IS STILL WORKING ON A COURIER SERVICE FOR THIS AREA.   

INTERNET:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE HIGHLINE INTERNET INSTALL FOR THE TOWNSHIP HALL WAS COMPLETED TODAY.   


BUILDING INSPECTOR:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE STATE OF MICHIGAN WILL DO THE INSPECTIONS ON A TEMPORARY BASES.  CURRENTLY WE HAVE A 60 DAYS.  WE NEED TO SEND A LETTER BY SEPTEMBER 25TH FOR ANOTHER 30-DAY EXTENSION. 

BS&A SOFTWARE:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE REQUEST WAS SENT ON 8/25 BUT BS&A DIDN’T KNOW WHERE IT WENT.  THEY REQUESTED IT TO BE RESENT WHICH WAS DONE ON 9/12.  WAITING ON A REPLY.


PUBLIC INPUT: PUBLIC INPUT HELD WITH SUBJECTS OF WATERSHED MEETING, VETERANS BOARD, COUNTY BOARD RECALL, GRANT FOR INVASIVE WEEDS, ROADS, AND BUILDING INSPECTOR.


AMBULANCE REPORT:
CARDIAC MONITOR:  THE NEW CARDIAC MONITOR IS ALMOST READY TO BE PUT INTO SERVICE.  A TRAINING MEETING IS BEING SCHEDULED.

FIRE REPORT:  

NEW HIRE:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HIRE BRETT BOWLER TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

SAULT TRIBE 2% GRANT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ALLOW THE FIRE CHIEF TO APPLY FOR THE SAULT TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 2% GRANT.  MOTION CARRIED.  WHAT WILL BE APPLIED FOR WAS UNDETERMINED.

GARAGE DOORS:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED HE HAD HUNTER GARAGE DOORS INSPECT AND REPAIR THE DOORS/OPENERS AT THE NAUBINWAY AND ENGADINE FIRE HALL.

NAUBINWAY FIRE HALL LIGHTNING:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO PURCHASE 8 LIGHT FIXTURES FROM D&D HOME CENTER FOR A TOTAL $599.92.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ADVERTISE TO BID FOR AN ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR TO INSTALL THE LIGHTING.  MOTION CARRIED.

CHIEF WENDT, VIA PHONE, REPORTED THE REQUIRED TRAINING DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 1ST.  THERE COULD BE SIX NON-COMPLIANT FIRE FIGHTERS IF THE DEADLINE IS NOT MET. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONER:  
DARYL SCHOEDER THANKED THE BOARD FOR ALLOWING HIM TO HOLD OFFICE HOURS.  HE REPORTED ON SENDING THE LAND SPLITS/COMBOS BACK TO THE TOWNSHIPS, JUNETEENTH IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNION, RECYCLING, BIG MANISTIQUE LAKE LEVELS PUBLIC HEARING, VETERANS SERVICES AND COUNTY BOARD RECALL.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONS WILL HOLD THE SEPTEMBER 25TH MEETING AT GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL.

ROADS:  

ROAD AGREEMENT:  FIRST AND SECOND STREET GRAVEL WORK SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER.

CULVERT ISSUES ARE BEING LOOKED AT.


MARINA:

CLOSING OF THE MARINA WILL BEGIN SOON PENDING WEATHER CONDITIONS.


BUILDING AND GROUNDS:

NAUBINWAY PAVILION BLINDS:  THE BLINDS HAVE ARRIVED.

ENGADINE HALL PARKING LOT GATE:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE COUNTY ROAD HAS NO PROBLEM WITH PUTTING UP A GATE AS LONG AS IT IS NOT IN THE RIGHT OF WAY.  MORE INFORMATION WILL BE GATHERED TO THE TYPE/SIZE/PRICE OF A GATE.


COMMUNICATIONS: 

MILLECOQUINS RIVER WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN WILL HOLD A PUBLIC MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 24TH AT THE GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL.

LUCE COUNTY EDC INVITATION TO ATTEND THE 17TH ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON OCTOBER 3RD.

EGLE – PERMIT FOR ROBERT JARKA TO CONSTRUCT A 16’ DRIVEWAY THAT CROSSES TWO WETLAND SWALES.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO ADJOURN AT 8:16 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:


PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
