MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 12, 2025
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL, ENGADINE, MI  49827


THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH AT 6:30 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE.  

ROLL CALL: PRESENT – D. BUTKOVICH, FILLMAN, S. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT AND M. BUTKOVICH.  
  
MINUTES:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 21ST REGULAR MEETING AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF JULY 31ST AS PRINTED.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL BILLS FOR PAYMENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

	GENERAL FUND
	

	
	

	D & D HOME CENTER
	$348.28

	TRIMEDIA
	$4,703.75

	DON SMITH & COMPANY
	$3,800.00

	D & D GROCERIES
	$286.86

	
	

	
	$9,138.89

	FIRE FUND
	

	
	

	IMPACT RESCUE
	$300.00

	IMPACT RESCUE
	$1,050.00

	R&R FIRE TRUCK REPAIR
	$1,022.81

	
	

	
	$2,372.81

	AMBULANCE FUND
	

	
	

	AIRGAS
	$523.19

	R&R FIRE TRUCK REPAIR
	$696.66

	STRYKER
	$57,025.66

	LUCE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE
	$275.00

	LUCE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE
	$825.00

	
	

	
	$59,345.51



NEW BUSINESS:

L-4029:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO LEVY THE MILLAGE AT 7.4890 MILLS AS OF DECEMBER 1, 2025 PER THE L-4029.  MOTION CARRIED. 

AUDIT REPORT – F-65:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY D. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE AUDIT REPORT F-65 FILING PREPARED BY DAN SMITH & COMPANY PC FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2025.  MOTION CARRIED.

GRAYMONT GRANT:  MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE GRAYMONT GRANT FOR $20,000.00 TO PURCHASE A LIFE-PAK CARDIAC MONITOR/DEFIBRILLATOR.  MOTION CARRIED.

MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENT & FACILITIES APPLICATION EXTENSION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2025-13 TO EXTEND THE RECEIPT PERIOD FOR APPLICATIONS FOR AUTHORIZATION OF MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS AND MARIHUANA FACILITIES UNTIL AUGUST 18, 2025.  ROLL CALL: YES: D. BUTKOVICH, ALBRIGHT, M. BUTKOVICH AND FILLMAN.  NAYS: S. BUTKOVICH.  ABSENT: NONE.  MOTION CARRIED.

MI DEPT. OF HEALTH – MOBILE LAB:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ALLOW MI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE TO USE THE ENGADINE HALL PARKING LOT FOR THEIR MOBILE LAB ON SEPTEMBER 26TH.  MOTIN CARRIED.

INTERNET/E-MAIL:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED SHE SIGNED AN AGREEMENT CONTRACT WITH HIGHLINE ON JULY 31ST FOR A TECHNICIAN TO BE SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS THE INTERNET SERVICE NEEDED FOR THE TOWNSHIP.  WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HAVE HIGHLINE INSTALLED IN TIME FOR SPECTRUMS AUGUST 18TH DEADLINE.  WE WILL NEED TO SIGN A MONTH-TO-MONTH CONTRACT WITH SPECTRUM.  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO SIGN A MONTH-TO-MONTH INTERNET CONTRACT WITH SPECTRUM FOR $150.00 PER MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED.

CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED SPECTRUM WILL ONLY SUPPORT THE LIGHTHOUSE E-MAIL UNTIL NOVEMBER 30TH.  CIVIC CLARITY CAN PROVIDE US WITH .GOV E-MAIL SERVICE FOR $36/YEAR PER MAILBOX.  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO CONTRACT WITH CIVIC CLARITY FOR THE TOWNSHIP .GOV E-MAILS.  MOTION CARRIED.  

BUILDING INSPECTOR:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED THE TEMPORARY BUILDING INSPECTOR DENNIS ALBERTS IS HAVING SOME HEALTH ISSUES AND IT IS RECOMMENDED WE CONTRACT WITH THE STATE FOR A BUILDING INSPECTOR UNTIL GLEN MILLER CAN COMPLETE THE LICENSE TESTING.
MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO CONTACT THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TO TAKE OVER FOR THE BUILDING INSPECTOR UNTIL WE CAN RESOLVE THIS ISSUE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PRINTER BIDS:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THAT NO BIDS WERE RECEIVED.  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO OFFER THE PRINTER AND ACCESSORIES FOR FREE BECAUSE THERE WAS NO INTEREST.  MOTION CARRIED.

BS&A SOFTWARE:  THE PLANNING COMMISSION PRESENTED A REQUEST TO THE BOARD FOR INFORMATION AND PRICING ON ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING SERVICES FROM BS&A.  THE DRAFT LETTER WILL BE PUT ON TOWNSHIP LETTERHEAD AND SENT TO BS&A FOR THIS INFORMATION REQUEST.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL POLICY:  THE DRAFT PERSONNEL POLICY WAS REVIEWED AND SUGGESTED CHANGES WERE DISCUSSED.  

RISK CONTROL ASSESSMENT REVIEW:  NO NEW UPDATE.

CHIPPEWA, LUCE, MACKINAC CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT:  SUPERVISOR BUTKOVICH REPORTED HE HAD A PHONE CONFERENCE WITH CLM CONSERVATION GRANT AGENT AND NORTHERN NURSERY.  THE SCALE OF THE PROJECT HAS BEEN SCALED BACK TO JUST FOCUS ON THE MILL POND TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT.  NORTHERN NURSERY WILL SUBMIT A NEW ESTIMATE FOR THE GRANT.
 
LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT:   NO NEW UPDATE.

NAUBINWAY PAVILION – ACOUSTIC PANELS:  NO NEW UPDATE.

WATER SAMPLING:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE SECOND ATTEMPT TO SEND THE WATER SAMPLES FAILED TO ARRIVE IN TIME FOR TESTING.  SHE HAD ANOTHER PHONE CONVERSATION WITH WHITE WATER AND THEY ARE STILL WORKING ON SOME WAY TO PROVIDE SERVICE WITH A POSSIBLE COURIER SERVICE.  SHE WILL CONTACT WHITE WATER AGAIN AT THE END OF AUGUST TO SEE WHAT THEY HAVE DECIDED, OTHERWISE THE TOWNSHIP WILL HAVE TO SWITCH TO LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN NEWBERRY BY SEPTEMBER.


PUBLIC INPUT: NONE


AMBULANCE REPORT:
CARDIAC MONITOR:  CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED THE LIFE-PAC MONITOR HAS ARRIVED.
THIRD PERSON REQUEST:  IT WAS REPORTED PARAMEDIC NELSON MAY BE RELEASED FOR LIGHT DUTY SOON AND THE LEADERSHIP TEAM IS REQUESTING A THIRD PERSON ASSIST AT $3.00 PER HOUR.
MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO AUTHORIZE THE THIRD PERSON ASSIST AT $3.00 PER HOUR WHILE NELSON IS ON LIGHT DUTY STATUS.  MOTIN CARRIED.

FIRE REPORT:  

ISO SURVEY:  CHIEF WENDT REPORTED ON THE ISO REVIEW AND SOME ITEMS THAT COULD BE DONE TO BETTER THE FIRE PROTECTION RATING.  THE REVIEW HASN’T BEEN DONE SINCE 2017 AND THE CURRENT INSURANCE PROTECTION RATING IS 8B.

STATION 1 CAPTAIN RESIGNATION:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY FILLMAN TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF DAVE FRAZIER JR. AS STATION 1 CAPTAIN EFFECTIVE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW COMMAND STRUCTURE.  MOTION CARRIED.

OFFICER RESTRUCTURE:  A DISCUSSION WAS HELD ON THE PROPOSED SALARIES FOR THE OFFICER RESTRUCTURING AND THE FOLLOWING SALARIES WERE SET.  THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS WERE MADE TO ADJUST THE POSITIONS AND/OR SALARY.   THESE CHANGES WILL TAKE EFFECT AUGUST 15TH. 

	Position
	Name
	Radio Number
	Annual Salary
	Points

	Fire Chief
	Christopher Wendt
	701
	$7,764
	No

	Assistant Chief
	Sean Feneley
	702
	$4,512
	No

	Battalion Chief
	Chad Germain
	703
	$2,800
	Yes

	Captain (Fleet)
	Ryne Ozanich
	704
	$2,484
	Yes

	Captain (Training)
	Lance Kerridge
	705
	$2,484
	Yes

	1st Lieutenant (Rescue)
	Kenny Dailey
	706
	$1,020
	Yes

	2nd Lieutenant
	Dave Hopper
	707
	$0
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	



MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HIRE CHAD GERMAIN AS BATTALION CHIEF WITH AN ANNUAL SALARY OF $2,800.00 AND POINT PAY.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO INCREASE LANCE KERRIDGE ANNUAL SALARY FROM $2,115.00 TO $2,484.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO HIRE KENNY DAILEY AS 1ST LIEUTENANT WITH AN ANNUAL SALARY OF $1,020.00 AND POINT PAY.  MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO HIRE DAVE HOPPER AS 2ND LIEUTENANT WITH POINT PAY ONLY.  MOTION CARRIED.


COUNTY COMMISSIONER:  
DARYL SCHOEDER REPORTED THE COMMISSIONERS MEETING WILL INCLUDE AN UPDATE ON RECYCLING AND AMTRACK IN THE U.P.  EQUALIZATION WILL DISCUSS FEES FOR LAND SPLITS AND COMBINATIONS.  THE BOARD IS TRYING TO RESOLVE THE WHOLE ISSUE WITH THE VETERAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT.  SCHROEDER WILL HAVE AN OFFICE HOUR ON SEPTEMBER 15TH AT 5:30 P.M. UNTIL THE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING.

ROADS:  

ROAD AGREEMENT:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY M. BUTKOVICH TO ACCEPT THE ROAD AGREEMENT TO GRAVEL FIRST AND SECOND STREETS FOR $11,544.00.  MOTION CARRIED.

A COPY OF THE MACKINAC COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 2024 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT THE TOWNSHIP OFFICE.
MARINA:

2026 MARINA RATES:  MOTION BY FILLMAN, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO REMAIN WITH THE COLUMN C TRANSIENT RATES AND COLUMN 10 SEASONAL RATES FOR THE 2026 SEASON.  MOTION CARRIED.

CLERK FILLMAN REPORTED MAINTENANCE STATED SOME DOCK DECK BOARDS NEED TO BE REPLACED AND WAS ESTIMATED AT $176.00.  TRUSTEE ALBRIGHT CONFIRMED THIS NECESSARY REPAIR AND THE BOARD AGREED TO GO AHEAD WITH THE REPAIR. 


BUILDING AND GROUNDS:

NAUBINWAY PAVILION BLINDS:  MOTION BY D. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY S. BUTKOVICH TO PURCHASE WINDOW BLINDS FOR THE NAUBINWAY PAVILION LAST QUOTED FOR $603.97 TO BE REIMBURSED BY THE SAULT TRIBE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PARKING LOT GATE:  A DISCUSSION ON WHAT TO DO WITH THE TRAFFIC THAT GOES THROUGH THE HALL PARKING LOT AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED.  THERE HAVE BEEN TOO MANY CLOSE CALLS WITH VEHICLES AND PEDESTRIANS ALMOST GETTING HIT.  A GATE HAS BEEN DISCUSSED SEVERAL TIMES IN THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS.  THE BOARD WILL GET MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION.


COMMUNICATIONS: 

EGLE PERMIT FOR BRUCE VANWAGONER TO TRENCH 50’ OF WETLAND AND FILL FOR INSTALLING ELECTRICAL UTILITIES TO A GARAGE.

MICHIGAN SECRETARY OF STATE MOBILE OFFICE WILL BE AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL ON AUGUST 21ST.

A THANK YOU NOTE FROM FLORA MCEVERS OF REPAVING THE HILLTOP SUBDIVISION.

DNR OPEN HOUSE OF THE NEW FACILITY IN NEWBERRY ON AUGUST 14TH. 

A THANK YOU FROM SHEERY WICKER TO THE AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR THEIR PROFESSIONALISM AND CARE.


MOTION BY S. BUTKOVICH, SECONDED BY ALBRIGHT TO ADJOURN AT 8:33 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.     


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:


PAULA FILLMAN
GARFIELD TOWNSHIP CLERK

(THESE DRAFT MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION AND APPROVAL AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING.)
